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Dear friends:

Chuang Yen Monastery will conduct a Ullambana ("deliverance from suffering"; Chinese transliteration
yulan pen) Ceremony from 10:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on August 22, 2021. We will recite the Ullambana Siitra
and make the Ullambana Offering during the ceremony.We invite you to sponsor our offering of paper plagues
for the memorial and other blessing services that aim at bringing relief to the deceased and the living.

Ullambana (the "yulan" in yulan pen) means "hanging upside down," referring to the suffering of the
hungry ghosts, which is like what one suffers when hung upside down. The Chinese character pen means a
vessel of deliverance. Therefore, Ullambana (yulan pen) means rescuing those who are hung upside down, or
delivering the hungry ghosts from their suffering, which is like what one suffers when hung upside down.

According to the Ullambana Stitra, Maudgalyayana wanted to repay his parents for raising him; he
searched with his divine eye and found his mother, who has fallen to the realm of the hungry ghosts and has not
seen any food or drink. With his supernatural power, Maudgalyayana attempted to feed his mother with a bowl
of rice, which flamed up and turned into ashes before reaching her mouth. In order to rescue his mother,
Maud%alyayana turned to the Buddha for instruction. The Buddha told him to offer a feast to the Triple Gem on
the 157 day of the seventh lunar month, the day when varsa (summer/rain retreat) ends and the sangha emerges
from the retreat. By doing so, the Buddha instructed, he will gain an immeasurable merit, which can be applied
to save his parents of the past seven lifetimes. Following the Buddha's instruction, Maudgalyayana offered a
feast to the sangha on the very day. Thus, his mother escaped the suffering of being a hungry ghost and took
rebirth in the heavenly realm.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, the Ullambana Ceremony will not be open to the public and will
be broadcast live on the internet. We invite you to virtually participate in the ceremony, share the merit, and
pray together for an early end of the global pandemic.

May you have the constant ease of great compassion,
B.A.U.S. and Chuang Yen Monastery

6/8/2021
NOEEEER LR EDE > BIREYERL RGN
X If you wish to sponsor a blessing or memorial service,
please fill out the form on the reverse side of this page.
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