Going to the Source of the Buddha’s Teaching

A Study Course in the Pali Suttas
with Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi

Faithfully preserved by generations of monks, the Pali suttas are the closest that we can come to
what the Buddha himself actually taught during his teaching career of forty-five years. Though the
Pali suttas themselves belong to the Theravada school, their teachings are not the property of any one school of Buddhism but
are common ground, the shared heritage of the entire Buddhist tradition and the source for all the streams of Buddhist
thought and practice that were to emerge through the centuries. It is said that to understand any form of Buddhism well, it is
necessary to understand the root-teachings propounded in the Pali suttas.

This course will continue the systematic study of the suttas already underway, using as a primary textbook Bhikkhu Bodhi’s
anthology, In the Buddha’s Words. The course will be suitable both for relative newcomers to Buddhism as well as for more
advanced students who want to study the Dharma in greater depth. Newcomers will are welcome to attend..

Basic text: Bhikkhu Bodhi, editor: In the Buddha’s Words - ITBW (Wisdom). Also recommended: Bhikkhu Nanamoli and
Bhikkhu Bodhi, translators, The Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha (Wisdom).
Recommended (but not required) Rupert Gethin, The Foundations of Buddhism (Oxford University Press).

Schedules:.

Time: 9:30am ~ 11:15am

May 30, June 13, 20,
July 11, 18, 25

Saturday mornings

Feb. 28; Mar. 7, 21,
Apr. 25, May 2

Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 21

I.  Jan. 10: Mastering the Mind VII.
Reading: ITBW, chap. 8, 285-86:
Contempl. of feelings & mind.

Il. Jan. 17: Mastering the Mind VIII.
Reading: ITBW, chap. 8, 286-
90: Contempl. of phenomena.

III. Jan. 24. Mastering the Mind IX.

Reading: ITBW, chap. 8, 286-
90: Contempl. of phenomena

IV. Jan. 31: Mastering the Mind X.

VII. Feb. 28: Wisdom 1. Reading: ITBW,
chap. 9, pp. 322-324. Conditions
for wisdom. Right view: karma and
its roots.

VIII. Mar. 7: Wisdom 11. Reading:
ITBW, chap. 9, pp. 325-326. Right
view: the four nutriments; the four
noble truths.

IX. Mar. 21: Wisdom I11. Reading:

XII. May 9: Wisdom V1. Reading:
ITBW, chap. 9, pp. 353-359.
Dependent origination.

XIII. May 30: Wisdom VII.
Reading: ITBW, chap. 9, pp.
359-369. The four noble
truths (again) and Nibbana.

XIV. June 13: Realization 1.
Reading: ITBW, chap. 10,

Reading: ITBW, chap. 8, 286-
90: Contempl. of phenomena

V. Feb. 7: Mastering the Mind XI.

ITBW, chap. 9, pp. 326-335. Right
view: dependent origination.

X. Apr 25: Wisdom 1V. Reading:

pp- 385-92. The four pairs
and seven noble ones.

XV. June 20: Realization II.

ITBW, chap. 9, pp. 335-345. The

Reading: ITBW, chap. 10, pp.
five aggregates.

392-413. The main stages.

Reading: ITBW, chap. 8, 290-
98: Mindfulness of breathing.

Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi is originally from New York and obtained a PhD in philosophy from Claremont Graduate School
in 1972. In late 1972, he traveled to Sri Lanka, where he was ordained as a Buddhist monk. He was the editor for the
Buddhist Publication Society in Kandy, Sri Lanka, from 1984 until 2002. He has edited Ven. Nanamoli's translation of the
Majjhima Nikaya (Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha, 1995), translated the Samyutta Nikaya (Connected Discourses
of the Buddha, 2000), and compiled an anthology of suttas from the Pali Canon (In the Buddha's Words, 2005). He now lives
at Chuang Yen Monastery.

Location: Chuang Yen Monastery, 2020 Route 301, Carmel, NY 10512  Place : Kuan Yin Hall
There is no charge for the courses. Donations for the monastery are welcome.

Because of a persisting health problem of uncertain occurrence, Bhikkhu Bodhi may on occasion have to cancel a scheduled
Saturday morning class. Because of this uncertainty, it is essential that you verify whether each class will be given before you
travel to Chuang Yen monastery.

This verification can be done by either: (1) checking your e-mail, or (2) phoning the monastery.

(1) E-mail. Chuang Yen Monastery will send everyone registered in the class an e-mail by 7:00 AM on the Saturday morning of
each class, indicating whether the class will be given or is cancelled.

(2) Phone. Those who do not have e-mail should check the recorded message at 845- 228-4645 at 7:00 AM on the morning of
each class. The message will say whether the class will be given or is cancelled.



